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Some Admonitions

BY ERWIN COWEN

“Whosoever therefore will be a_friend
of the world is the enemy of God.”
{James 4:4. }

The world in which we live is definite-
ly opposed to the true teaching of God.
This is true because of Satan’s influence
and his determined efforts to lead every
responsible person away from God. This
has been true of this evil one ever since
his deceitfulness in the garden of Eden.
The devil. who possibly was an angel in
the beginning, rebelled against God and
became hoeplessly estranged from God.
There is no good whatsocver in the devil,
and he is forever at work trying to seduce
all men to his unholy way of life. There is
no way for Satan to return to his original
purity. Of him Isaiah wrote, “How art
thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son
of the morning, how art thou cut down
to the ground, which didst weaken the
nations.” (Isa. 14:12)

So with total deparavity as his lot, it
isn't surprising to see the devil at work
day and night in his efforts to defeat
every possible righteous acl. God being
aware of Satan’s efforts has warned and
commanded his servants to be on the
watch at all times, and to resist Satan’s
every effort at seduction. This accounts
for the many warnings and admonitions
against wrong doing, and for the admoni-
tions to live righteously.

The Lord has faithfully promised to
help his people when they fight against
Satan. Paul wrote, saying, “There hath no
temptation taken you but such that is
common to man; but God is faithfui, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ve are able, but will with the tempta-
tion also make a way to escape, that ve
may be able to bear it.” (I Cor, 10:13.)
James shows how Satan works to lure
men away from God in James 1:[13-15,
saying, “Let no man say when he is
tempted, [ am tempted of God: for God

Continued on page 2

Teaching With Love

BY HAROLD TURNER

“But speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in all things, which is
the head, even Christ.” (Eph. 4:15.)

In the above Scripture, Paul sets forth
the most important qualification for shar-
ing the message of Christ with others. He
indicates that it is not enough just to
speak the truth, but we must speak it in
tove. Jude encourages Christians to
“earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints.”
(Jude 3.) But Jude was not suggesting
that we be contentious in our concern for
the faith. Solomon pictures a contentious
person in Prov. 26:21, sayving, “As coals
are to burning couls, and wood to fire; so
is a contentious man to kindle strife.”
Paul warned Titus to avoid contentions
(Titus 3:9). The proper attitude toward

others is vital in our efforts to win them '

to Christ.

A person may become so frustrated in
his efforts to convince others of the truth
that he becomes more interested in win-
ning his argument than winning the soul

of the person to Christ. Some have be-
come overbearing and insulting to those
with whom they were sharing the truth,
and have caused their subjects to stop
their ears from ever listening to the truth
from anyone. While such may have pre-
sented doctrinal truth, the attitude with
which it was presented caused more harm
than good. When we have offended others
with the truth by a quarreisome attitude
we certainly have not “handled aright”
the word of truth.

A love for the souls of others will
cause us to be patient and understanding -
with their lack of knowledge in the truth.
The upostle Peter said that God “is long-
suffering to us-ward. not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9.) And that we
are to “account that the longsuffering of
our Lord is safvation . . .”" (2 Peter 3:15))
If God is patient toward those wlo have
sinned against him, should not we also be
patient toward them in presenting the

Continued on page 3

Divorce For Every Cause?

BY LARRY PRICE

“The Pharisees also canme unto him,
tempting him, and saving unto him, Is it
lawful fur a man ro pur away his wife for
every cause? And he answered and sagid
unto them, Have ve not read, thar he
which made them'at the beginning made
them nale and female, and said, For this
cause shall a man leave father and mother
and shall cleave to his wife: and they
twain shatl be one flesh? Wherefore they
are no more twain, but one flesh. What
therefore God hath joined together, let
no man put asunder. They say unto him,
Why did Moses then command to give a
writing of divorcement, and to put her
away? He saith unto them, Moses because
of the hardness of your hearts suffered
you to put away your wives: but from
the beginning it was not su. And [ say
unto vou. Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication, and

~§

shall marry aiother, conmitreth adultery:
and whoso marrieth her which is put
away doth conpnit aduftery.” (Matthew
19:3-9.)

The skyrocketing divorce rate within
the church seems to be accompanied by a
desire to justify divorce “forevery cause.”
Thoese seeking justification tor what they
lave done. or are about to do, go about
seeking an answer that tickles their cars,
not realizing that they are now also guilty
of devising self-satisfying. but incorrect
reasons for their own behavior. Such
rationalization is often encouraged by
preachers and elders who should know
better. The result is thar the divoree can-
cer spreads more rapidly. the truth is
compromised, and the fellowshipping of
the guilly spreads this cancer to other parts
Continued on page 2
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of the body. Following this cancerous
compromise of truth is the disregarding
of what God has to say zbout remarriage.

The excuses for divorce heard by this
writer range from the seemingly reasonable
to the totally rediculous. One Christian
famiiy was broken apart when the wife
decided that she “needed more space.”
Another decided her husband of seven
months was too immature. Still another
divorced her husband when he got into
tax troubie. A preacher divorced his wife
saying he was justified since she defranded
him of the physical relations of marriage.
The excuses are unending but still un-
scriptural! It is sad that Christians will
disregard God’s law when it does not suit
them, and it is even sadder when those
who are leaders in the church will sympa-
thize with and encourage those seeking to
divorce their mate for “‘every cause.”

Poor advice often comes from well
meaning people. The woman mentioned
above who “needed more space™, was led
to believe that the Bible permits divorce
as long as one does not remarry. Likely
the arguments she heard were centered on
I Cor. 7:10-11. where Paul says, “Let not
the wife depart from her husband, but
and if she depart, let her remain unmarried
or be reconciled to her husband.” How-
ever, there is no comfort here for those
wanting to divorce for every cause. The
fact that Paul tells the departed wife to
remain unmarried does not sanction the
sin of putting away one’s mate. Would
Paul say don’t do it, but if you do it, it is
okay? {sn’t Paul simply pointing out that
regardless of the Lord’s commandment to
“not depart” some would disobey? Under
this condition isn’t it better that the hus-
band and wife remain unmarried so that
reconciliation can occur? '

It is wrong to put away (divorce) one’s
mate for any cause other than fornication.
When the Pharisees asked Jesus. “Is it
lawful for a man to put away his wife for
every cause?” Jesus answered, “What
therefore God has joined together, let not
man put asunder.” In other words, Jesus
answered with a resounding NO! It’s not
lawful. Jesus then continued to show the
one exception, “except for fornication.”
God has always hated the putting away of
one’s mate. Mal. 2:16.

Those advising the woman who “need-
ed more space” were indirectly advising
her to <o the following: (1) They advised
her to break her wedding vows. Instead of
“for better or worse, to love, honor, and
obey.” she divorced her husband because
she needed more space. God would have
us to “Pay that which thou hast vowed.”
(Eccl. 5:4.) (2) They advised her to take
her husband before a court of law con-
trary to the admonishment of Paul in
1 Cor. 6:1-6. (3) They advised her to
defraud her husband of the physical
aspects of marriage, contrary to 1 Cer.
7:1-5. {4) They advised her to refuse to
be in subjection to her husband in viola-
tion to Eph. 5:24. (5} They advised her
to teach her children, by her example, to
divorce their mates someday for “every
cause.”” (6) They advised her to destroy
her husband’s possible service as an elder
or deacon. (7) They advised her to take
away her husband’s right to train up his
children in violation to Eph. 6:4. (8)
They advised her to cause her husband
and children many emotional and physi-
cal problems. Surely no crown of right-
eousriess awaits those who disrepard
God's laws, or for those who give such
advice.

SOME ADMONITIONS
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cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man; But every man is
tempted, when he is drawn away of his
own lust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.” But in spite of Satan’s effort to
plant the seeds of temptation in our
hearts, John tells us that we can over-
come; *“because greater is he that is in
you, than he that is in the world.”
(1John 4:4.)

The many admonitions in the New
Testament to do good are sufficient to
show us that God wants his people to be
pure and holy. In I Peter 1:16 God said,
“Be ye holy; for [ am holy.” Paul told the

Corinthians that he had espoused them to
one hushand that he might present them
as a pure virgin to Christ, 2 Cor. 11:2.

No decent man wanis an impure wife,
and no decent woman wanits an impure
husband, and it is certain that Jesus does
not want his bride, the church, to be
guilty of sinful relationships with those
who are opposed to him. Ged created
man in his own image, and he has shown
that he loves this creation, especially,
those who live in the right covenant rela-
tionship with him. And because God feels
this way about his people, we may be
certain that he will never cease, through
his inspired word, to warn and admonish
us to refrain from evil, and to strive to do
good. Therefore James wrote, “Submit
vourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.” (James
4:7)

It matters not how defiant and rebel-
lious one may have been, the Lord will
welcome him into the fold where salva-
tion is found if he will turn to God and
submit himself to His divine will. God is
“not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance.”
(2 Peter 3:9) In Isaiah 1:16-18 God
pleaded with his rebellious people saying,
“Wash you, make you clean; put away
the evil of your doings from before mine
eyes: cease to do evil; learn to do well . . .
Come now, and let us reason together,
saith the Lord: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool.” This passage shows
God’s desire to save those stained with sin
if they will turn from their evil ways and
come to God and do his will.

To choose friendship with the world is
to choose to be an enemy to God and a
friend to Satan: to reject the one who
loves us and to embrace the one who
wants to destroy us eternally. What
choice have you made with your life?
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Mister World and Miss Christian

This article wiil deal primarily with a
Christian trying to live a Christian life
when they have a partner or friend who i3
not a Christian. This is not to say that it
would be impossible, but it is more diffi-
cult. The faith of a partner is a very im-
portant matter for young people to
consider before entering marriage. The

" Christian and non-Christian relationship is

a repelling force which pulls in opposite
directions. To illustrate the danger of this
relationship we might picture a young
Christian lady upon a table trying to pull
her non-Christian mate upon the table. Is
it easier for her to pull him upon the
table, or for him to pull her down to the
floor where he is?

Mister World, the non-Christian, has
his mind set on the things of the world.
His interests are not on Christ or Chris-
tian activity. On the week-ends his in-
terest is more on fishing trips and other
activities that do not include worshipping
God. Miss Christian will have to decide
whether or not she wants to spend her
week-ends with Mister World, or to stay
at home and attend the worship with
God’s people. While Miss Christian may
realize her duty to visit the sick and help
others, Mister World has no- time for
anyone but himself.

Mister World has but one goal in life,
to possess as many things of this world as
possible, and to indulge in every activity
that suggests pleasure. He has no time to
think about heaven or spiritual things. He
takes pride in iceing down cold beer,
hitching up the old fishing boat and lur-
ing as many Christians as possible to go to
the lake with him on Wednesday evenings
or Sundays. He works hard to convince
them that Wednesday evening Bible
Study is not important, or that they can
attend worship next week. On the other
hand, Miss Christian has a different set of
values and interests. She is interested in
obeying the words of Jesus, “Lay not up
for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal:
but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: For where your
treasure is there will your heart be also.”
She works hard to convince others that
spiritual things are of greater importance
than worldly things. She tries to encourage
others to worship God and live a Chris-
tlan life. She remembers the words of

John, “Beloved, follow not that which is
evil, but that which is good. He that
doeth good is of God: but he that doeth
evil hath not seen God.” (3 John 11.)

But how long can she hold on to her
values? How long can she remain strong
when there is a constant pull from Mister
World? With so much worldliness around
her the Christian life may begin to grow
less meaningful to her. Is it worth the
constant hassel? Mister World presents a
real problem to her in her desire to
associate with her Christian friends. His
manner and language is embarassing to
her when her friends are around. He and
his friends are interested in worldly fun
and excitement. So they have a conflict
of their friends. Her continual exposure
to Mister World and his friends will likely
soon tear her down, if not totally, at least
partially. Miss Christian will likely begin
to weaken. Mister World’s daily tempta-
tions will one day at a time start tearing
her apart. She must compromtise some of
her principles and values to get along with
him.

Poor Miss Christian, she never knew
that she would one day trade her robe of
righteousness for the ways of Mister
World. She is now willing to put on a
skimpy bathing suit and go to the lake on
Sunday instead of worshipping her
heaveniy Father. She has allowed Mister
World to win her over, even though her
every intention was to hold on to the
truth and stand fast. Miss Christian has
turned out to become Mrs. World. Her
continued association with worldly things
has overcome her Christian life. Poor Mr.
and Mrs. World, now both will lose their
soul when the Lord returns. She will
never win him over now, for she has con-
vinced him that Christianity is not better
than worldliness. Miss Christian never
dreamed that Mr. World could ¢hange her
life from Miss Christian to Mrs. World.
Her parents knew it, but she refused to
listen to their warnings.

The world is out after all of us. The
devil has a lot working for him. He used
the things that we can see to divert us
from the promises of God. It is so impor-
tant to be associated with Christian
friends. Especially is this true for the
younger people who might be considering
marriage. “Be not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers” is as wise in
marriage as in other activities. Be joined
together with those who have a lot in

BY DONNIE MANGRUM

common with you, and especially con-
cerning the most important thing in life —
God and eternal life. Choose companions
and friends in life who will help to streng-
then you spiritually, rather than those
who will be constantly puiling you away
from riphetousness. Don’t let Mister
World destroy your hope of living with
God eternally.

“God never closes on¢ door on life without
opening another, but we usually stare so
long at the one he's closed that we don't
see the one he'’s opened forus.”

TEACHING WiTH LOVE

continued from page 1

truth to them? After all it is not against
us that they have committed sin; why are
we 50 quick to lose patience?

The apostle Paul is often referred to as
the greatest gospel preacher of all time.
Whether or not we consider this to be
true, one thing is certain, Paul is a good
exampie for all of us. He encouraged
Timothy to “Hold fast the form of sound -
words, which thou hast heard of me, in
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus:
{2 Tim. 1:13.) Too, he said, “And the
things that thou hast heard of me among? ¥
many witnesses, the same commit thou to: .
faithful men, who shall be able to teach™
others also.” (2 Tim. 2:2.) Paul pictures
himself as an example to others who
teach the word. But, what was his atti-
tude in presenting the truth? In 1 Thess.
2:7-8 He expressed his attitude saying,
“But we were gentle among you. even as
a nurse cherisheth her children; So being
affectionately desirous of you, we were
willing to have imparted unto you, not
the gospel of God only, but also our own
souls, because ye were dédt .unto us.’
Paul was gentle not quarrelsome in . pre-
senting the truth because he was miorg. .
interested in winning souls to Christ than~
in winning his arguments about the truth.

In 2 Tim. 2:24-26 Paul wrote, “And
the servant of the Lord must not strive;
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,
patient; In meekness instructing those
that oppose themselves; if God peradven-
ture will give them repeniance to the
acknowledging of the truth; And that
they may recover themselves out of the
snare of the devil, who are taken captive
by him at his will.”” The word strive as
used here is translated from the Greek
word, ‘machomai’, which is defined as,
“to fight, to quarrel, dispute.” Those who
serve the Lord must not be quarrelsome,
but rather gentle in their sfforts to save
the [ost. James tells us that “where envy-

Continued on page 4
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STEWARDSHIP OF ABILITY

Webster defines the word *steward™ as
a persen pui in charge of another’s

property.

God has given each of us some abilities.
We are to be good stewards of the abili-
ties which God has so freely given us
(Rom. 8:32). All of our abilities come
from God and we are totally dependent
upon him for them (James 1:17).

God has given different abilities to
different people. To some he has given
exceptional mental abilities. [ am sure we
have all heard of mathematical geniuses
and peopie with a photographic memory.
These people have exceptional mental
powers. To others God has given excep-
tional physical powers. We have all seen
examples of this in all phases of athletics.

& We cannot accomplish these exceptional
skills. Most of us have a variety of skills in
a very normal ratige.

God does not give all gifts to any one
person (I Cor 12:4-11), but he does give
“each one something (Rom. 12:4-8). We
‘all have some gift or talent. They may
ary in_kind, number, or degree, but
hatever they are we should recognize,
ceept, and develop them for use in God’s
“service.

In the parable of the talents (Matt. 25:
14-30), the talents were entrusted accord-
ing to individual ability. Why do you
think Christ signified the one talent man
to fail in this parable? I would like to
suggest that Jesus may have signified his
faiture becapse he had the least to do. He
had but onelent to take care of. He had

butzornie; thmg to do, and he didn’t even
e ¢that. If he had, he would have received
"t%e Same reward as the other two servants.

Some times people with five talenis
reason as the one talent man. They say,
“Oh, I'm not very talented. I’'m really just
pretty insignificant, so [ just won’t do
anything; who's going to notice?” All
would recognize that a person with many
talents should use them. How many times
have you heard people say, “That person
is so talented, he should be using that
talent in the work of the Lord.”

The truth is, a person with only one
talent will be held just as responsible for
using that one talent as the person who
has many talents will be for using all of

BY ROBERT BALL

his talents. God never requires more of us

than we can do. When we use our talents
in his service, he does not require a 100%
success rate, but he does expect us to
try! If we try, he promises to help us
(Phil. 2:13; Rom. 8:31).

How much does God expect us to do?
He expects us to use what we have, no
more, no less. In the parable of the
talents, how many talents was each ser-
vant expected to use? God never expects
us to do the impossible, but to start
where we are with what we have and do
as much as we can with that (Luke [2:
48). We find many examples of this in the
Bible. Look at the woman with the Ala-
baster box in Mark 14:6, 8. Jesus said,
“Let her alone; why trouble ve her? she
hath wrought a good work on me . . . She
hath done what she could.” In [ Sam. 17:
40, David did not have a rifle to kill
Goliath, but he used what he had. In
Mark 12:42 ihe poor widow did not have
a hundred dollars to give, she only gave
two mites, but she gave all she had.

What are some of our abilities? We
should think long and hard about this
question. If we will let God use what ever
talents he has given us, much more can be
accomplished. Paul encouraged Christians
with this thought in Eph. 3:20, saying,
“Now unto him that is able to do exceed-
ing abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that work-
eth in us.” In Acts 14:27 Paul did not
relate what he had done for God, but
“all that God had done for them.” He
told the Corinthians that we are not
working alone, but said, “For we are
labourers together with God.” (I Cor.
3:9)

We must pgive an account for the
talents which God has given us. And if we
do not use our talents, they will degener-
ate; and we will lose them (Matt. 25:28).
For example, if you had been running
everyday and had developed the ability to
run two miles, then you quit running for
a year or so and then decided to start
running again, what do you think would
happen if you tried to run the two miles
again? You will find that you have lost
the ability to go that-distance. But if you
had not quit running for that year, but
had continued running everyday you
could soon have been running three, four,

or even five miles a day. Your ability.

would have increased with use. Just so,
our ability to serve God will increase with
use. We are responsible for developing our
abilities for serving Christ. We are respon-
sible for what we can become as useful
servants (2 Tim. 2:20-21).

God gives us his talents, we, in using
them, become partners with God (I Cor.
3:9). God has a reason for everything he
does. He gives us talents for his purpose,
which he expects us to use in serving him.
Let us all dedicate all of our talents com-
pletely to our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, and to his cause.

TEACHING WITH LOVE

continued from page 3

ing and strife is, there is confusion and
every evil work.” (James 3:16.) The per-
son whose life and attitude is characteriz-
ed by strife is not of God, but rather of
evil.

As an unskilled surgeon can do more
harm than good, so also will the unskillful
teacher. We are urged to study in order to
be abie to handle aright the word of truth
(2 Tim. 2:15). We must learn the serious-
ness of our work in teaching the lost. 1t is
easy to he offensive if we fail to have the
proper attitude toward the lost. May we
work hard to become more like Jesus,
who expressed patience, understanding,
compassion, and love toward those whom
he taught. “Let every one of us please his
neighbour for his good to edification . . .
even as Christ pleased not himself . . .~
(Rom. 15:2-3)




