e R e

Fulton County Gospel News

“The Churches of Christ Salute You”

Second Class Postage Paid

vol. 2, No, 2

Mammoth Spring, Arkansas

February, 1960

In The Days of
Thy Youth

Clovis Ragsdale

In the stages of tne human lifespan
the period of youth, often referred to
as the “teen age” is the most critical
of all. It is during this time that more
lives are wrecked than at any otner.
Some of life’s most important decisions
must be made during these ecritical
years. The choosing of a vocation, the
amount of education one is to receive,
and often times a companion are some
of the more important problems that
face young people in these trying years.
1.1 most cases young people are handi-
capped by a lack of experience and
wisdom which can only be attained with
time.

But by far the most important decision
{facing every boy and girl is whether
to become a Christian early in life or
to put off untill a later time this most
serious matter. The answer to this pro-
blem can be solved if one will take
the advice of a man who possessed wis-
dom beyond measure. Solomon said in
Ece. 12:1, Remember now thy Creator
i1 the days of thy youth, while the evil
days come not, nor the years draw nigh,
when thou shalt say, I have no plea-
sure in them.

We should remember God in our
youth because he made us and upholds
us and when man sinned he gave his
son as an atonement for sin. We need
to realize that we shall have to give
an account to God for our lives. Rom.
14:12 states that everyone shall give
an account of himself to God.

It is much easier to build a Chris-
tian life which begins in youth before
one is hardened to the ways of sin. Our
influence will be greater if we become
a Christian when young. The person
who lives a sinful life for many years
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Your continued support of the paper
is a constant source of inspiration, Mzy
God richly bless your efforts to help
in His Vineyard. We ask your praye's
on behalt of our efforts with the paper.

and then becomes a Christian has 1o
prove himself for a considerable period
of time before his influence for gocd
begins to be accepted. There are many
wonderful opportunities for Christiaa
boys and girls to set the right examples
in conduct before their friends and
influence them to do good.

Finally one should obey the goina!
carly in life because we have no guaran-
tee that we shall have a long life here
upon this earth. Many persons die
early in life by accidents, wars, and
disease. It is a terrible thing to dic
unprepared to meet the judgment. In
summing up life, Solomon said, that to
fear God and keep his commandm-»
was the whole duty of man. Why? Be-
cause God would bring every work in-
to judgement, whether it be good
whether it be evil. Eer 12:12.14

News Items

The Lord's work in Winona, Mo. has
reached a critical stage. During the
past month the folks there have been
required to give up the room in which
they were meeting. Recently tney met
in the home of one of the members, and
will continue that way until conditions
improve. As we have pointed out several
times the saints there are few in num-
ber, and need all the help and encour-
agement they can get. If conditions im-
prove, we will have to help them. Near-
ly every member there has obligated
themselves to the extent of fifty dol-
lars to purchase a lot. This is above
the call of duty, but they do it because
they love the Lord, and want to be
sure the Lord’s people have a place to
meet. Several churches have agreed to
help them with a modest building. Now
is the time. They aren’t asking for a
15,000 to 50,000 dollar building. All
they want is a place of their own, be
it ever so modest. The future will pro-
vide for itself. By the time you read
this they will probably have the Ilot,
and will be ready to start on a build-
ing. They have a small amount they
have been keeping for that purpose. If
you are able to help them, do it now.
They can obtain building material at
wholesale prices. Much of the labor will
be donated. Send contributions, no mat-
ter how small, to: Mr. Doris Weaver,
Winona, Mo.

Due to the failure to order enough
copies of the paper printed last issue,
a few failed to get their paper last
month. We sincerely regret this. More
copies have been ordered. And, every-
one should receive their paper this
month. The mailing list continues to
increase, and your warm response and
contributions have been a major factor,



FULTON COUNTY GOSPEL NEWS

Fulton County Gospel News

Published Monthly
Free Subscription

Entered as second class matter Jan. 3,
1959, at the Post Office, Mammoth
Spring, Ark, under Act of July 26,
1955, as amended.

Supported by Churches of Christ
in this area

Editors—
Clovis Ragsdale
Wesley Hylton

Worship of the Church

Wesley Hylton

Acts 2:42 tells us that the iust con-
verts to Christianty took part in acts
of worship. And they continued sted-
fastly in the apostles doctirine and fel-
lowship, and in breaking of bread, and
in prayer. Three acts of worship are
mentioned. These along with two more
go to make up all the acts of worship
tonat a child of God is to engage in.

These five acts of worship are: 1. Par-
taking of the Lord’s Supper. 2. Singing.
3. Praying. 4. Preaching the gospel. 5.
Giving of our means. To say that one
is more important than the others is
to rest on assumption. It would set
forth the false assumption that while
there are some that we must do there
are others that are not absolutely neces-
sary. They are not listed above in the
order of their importance. They are all
important. :

Two of these acts we engage in on the
Lord’s Day, the first day of the week
(Sunday). They are the Lord’s Supper,
called the communion, and giving of
our means. In so doing, we follow di-
vinely inspired examples. See Acts 20:7
and 1 Cor. 16: 1, 2. The other three are
to be engaged in as desired. Following
is a brief summary of each.

1. THE LORD’S SUPPER. This act
of worship was instituted as the Lord
sat with His apostles at the last Pass-
over. Read Lk. 22:7, 20. It represents
His broken body given for us, and His
blood shed for the remission of our
sins. Paul stated it beautifully in Aects
11:26, “For as often as ye eat this bread
and drink this cup, ye do show the

Lord’s death till He come.” Regarding
our attitude toward it he said, “Let a
man examine himself, and so let nim
eat . . .” This points out the seriousness
with which we should prepare ourselves
to partake of the Supper. It can be par-
taken of unworthily, and will bring
condemnation to those who do so. Not
only does the Bible authorize this act,
but history abundantly bears out the
fact that the early disciples followed
the divine example. Multitudes today
tail to do so.

2. SINGING. Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16 and
1 Cor. 14:15 all point to this act of wor-
ship. We are to sing with the spirit and
with the understanding. We are to sing
and make melody in our hearts. This
cannot be done on a mechanical instru-
ment. Instruments “are not” authorized
in the New Testament.

3. PRAYER. This is something we
need to be ready to engage in at all
times. Christ prayed frequently. He is
our example. Paul tells us to “pray al-
ways.” That is, be in a prayerful atti-
tude at all times.

4. PREACHING THE GOSPEL. Christ
said, “Preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.” The gospel is the good news con-
cerning salvation made possible for us
through the sacrifice of our Redeemer.
Simple stated it contains facts to be
believed, commands to be obeyed, and
promises to be enjoyed. The facts are
that Christ died, was buried, and arose
the third day. The commands are to
hear the gospel, believe it, repent of
sins, confesss Christ before men, and be
baptized for the remission of sins. Theo
promises include remission of sins, gift
of the Holy Spirit, and eternal life in
heaven.

5. GIVING. This is perhaps one of the
hardest commands to keep. We are to
lay by in store on the first day of the
week. 1 Cor. 16:1,2, We are to purpose
in our hearts beforehand, then give
cheerfully, and bountifully. The Lord’s
work cannot be carried on without mon-
ey. Therefore, He expects His people to
give. We see those in religious error
giving to propagate error, and doing so
zealously. Are we willing to let them be
more generous in spreading false doc-
trine than we are in proclaiming the
Truth.

What Then??

When all the great plants of our cities,
Have turned out their last finished
work;
When our merchants have sold their
last yard of silk,
And dismissed the tired, weary clerk;
Wihen our banks have taken in their last
dollar, ;
And declared their last dividend;

When the Judge of the world says
“Close for the night”,
And asks for a balance, — What
THEN?
When the choir has sung it’s last an-
them,
And the preacher has said his last
prayer;
When the people have heard their last
sermon,
And the sound has died out of the
air.

When the Bible lies closed on the altar,
And the pews are all empty of men;
When we all stand facing the record,
And the Great Book is opened, —
WHAT THEN?

When the actor has
drama,

And the mimic has made his last fun;

When the film has flashed it’s last

played his last

picture,
And the billboard displayed it's last
run;
When the crowds seeking pleasure have
vanished,

And come out into darkness again;
When the trumpet of all ages is sounded

And we all stand bfore God, —
WHAT THEN?
When the bugle’s last call sinks in
silence,
And the long, marching columns

stand still;
When the Captain has given his last
orders,
And they've captured the last fort
and last hill;
When the flag has been hauled from
the mast-head,
And all wounded soldiers checked in;
When a world that rejected it’s Saviour,
Is asked for a reason, — WHAT
THEN?

—Author Unknown
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From Our Readers -

EDITORS NOTE: A few months back
we mentioned Bro. Carl Bryant, and the
work he is doing with the colored breth-
ren in Caruthersville, Mo. We have re-
ceived the following letter from him.
The letter explains itself.
Eastside Church of Christ
Carl Bryant, Evangelist
110 Adams, St.
Caruthersville, Mo.

Dear Brother Hylton:

I hope all is well and the Lord’s work
there is moving along in a fine way.

I realize I should have written you
long ago, no excuse, please forgive me.

I thank you very very much for pub-
lishing the article for us. It has brought
some results. About the 28th of October
we received a check for $50.00 from the
Church of Christ, Garfield, Ark. sent
by Bro. W. T. Gaylen. May God bless
them.

The work here looks very promising
and we hope .we can get more of God’s
people interested in helping to support
the preaching of the gospel to the color-
ed people. There are thousands of col-
ored people here in the Boot Heel of
Missduri, and it is my hope and desire,
and belief, that by the grace of the Al-
mighty God and His people we can stay
here and work until this church is
strong enough to support itself and help
to evangelize this section of the state.
If possible you may print this letter, or
as much as you think necessary. One
of our great needs is a decent meeting
house. We now have $896.54 building
fund. The Eleventh and Carleton Ave.
Church of Christ of this city is helping
with the work among the colored here.
They give $12.00 per week to help the
preacher and $10.00 per month to the
building fund. We sure would be grate-
ful if some other churches would help
us with our building projeet, just one
contribution would help, or there may
be some who would like to send a dona-
tion each month, any amount will be
appreciated. Brethren please remember
your poor colored brother who is often
hindered (by someone) from doing good
because of the color of the skin.

Bro. Hylton I enjoy your paper very
much. Maybe this dollar will help to
let someone else enjoy it.

May God bless you in your labor of

love.
Sincerely,
A Brother in Christ
Carl Bryant
Send all donations to above address
marked Building Fund.

They Knew
Some Things

He knew the Gettysburg Address, the
Constitution, too,

He knew who fought at Valley Forge,
who shot Dan McGrew,

He knew the faults of our government,
and the size of the nation’s debt;

But he didn’t know the Word of God,
just hadn’t heard it yet.

He knew of football’s leading teams,
just who might win the pennant;

And the big league’'s baseball stars—
could name them in a minute.

I'il tell you he could “run ’er off”,
never missed a difficult word.

Bui he couldn’t name to save his life,
the disciples of the Lord.

She knew the Arthur Godfrey chat,
could speak it to a “T”,
She knew the history of her Maltese
cat, and ner Spaniel’s pedigree.
She knew about Ma Perkins and How
Portia Faces Life,

She figured how Young Widow Brown
might be John’s Other Wife.

Lorenzo Jones’ inventions had put her

through the mill,

she got a heap of comfort by

following Just Plain Bill.

She gave a lot of time and thought to
Helen Trent's romance,

But when it came to Bible drill, she
didn’t have a chance.

They read the gossip
listened to the news,

But they thought about religion from
other people’s views.

But don’t blame them when death has
come if they’re unprepared to go,

For they were kept so busy with a
million things below!

But

columns, and

—Selected

The Christian life is a life of service,
however, if we should judge by the
lives of some professing members, that
service is very limited! The Christian
life is not intended to be a “heaven on

The Nature Of
God’s Revelation

One who is a good judge of charac-
ter can pretty well tell what a man is
by what he says and does. Our only
knowledge of the Omnipotent Ruler is
determined by what God has said and
done. In I Cor. 2:11, “For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him? Even
so the things of God knoweth no man,
but the Spirit of God.” It is impossible
for one to know the thoughts of another
unless he is told. So it is with God and
man. We would have had no way of
knowing God’s Will had His Spirit not
written and preserved “the Word which
is able to save your souls.” Jas. 1:21.
Since God not only requires, but de-
serves more glory than we can ascribe
unto Him, it was to our great benefit
and His Honor that we be adequately
informed.

God has spoken to man in earlier
times and in different ways. His accom-
modative message has always been un.
derstood by man. By accommodative
language we mean that God put his
message in a language, the nature of
which was familiar to man. For ex-
ample, God described Heaven “as hav-
ing streets of pure gold.” Rev. 21:21.
The cautious Bible student observes
that there will not be any earthly ma-
terial in the spiritual and everlasting
kingdom, therefore there will not be
an ounce of gold in heaven. Since this
is a precious metal in the eyes of
humanity, God used these expressions
to excite us in the greatest possible way.
Tne difficulty does not lie in our un-
derstanding of the text, but what we
desire to do with the Word. May God
help us to have a genuine reverence for
and an obedient heart toward “His com-
mandment which is life everlasting.”
John 12:50. —  Selected

earthi” experience, in which we recline
on beds of ease and luxury, having the
pleasant things of life handed to us on
a silver fray. It is a life of denial (of
self), of service to God, of sacrifice,
and devotion. Only those who have a
sincere love for God and His righteous-
ness are willing to make the effort.
ARE YOU?
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To What Church
Are We Added?

Acts 2:47

In Mt. 16:18, Cnrist said He would
wuud His church. In Col. 1:18, we read
ue 1s the head of the body, the church.
wpi. 1:20,23, Which ue wrought in
Christ, when he raised him from the
d.ad, and set .im at his own right hand
in the heavenly places, far above all
p.incipality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every rame that is nam-
ed, not only in this world, but also in
La1at which is to come: and hath pui all
things under his feet, and gave him fto
pe all things to the church, which is
his body, the fullness of him that filleth
all in all.

We find this statement in Epa. 4:4,5.
“|.ere is one body, and one Spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one-God and Father of all, who
1s above all, and through all, and in
yuu all” 1 Cor. 12:20 tells us, “sSul
now are they many members, yet but
one body.” Thus, we can see that the
one body, composed of obedient be-
uevers, is the church.

In Jn. 10:1, Jesus said, ‘ ‘Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that enter-
eth not by the door into the sheepfold,
but climbeth up by some other way, tne
same is a thief and a robber.” In verse
9, Jesus further adds, “I am the door,
by me if any man enter in, he sha'l
be saved, and shall go in and out, ard
find pasture.” ’

The blood of Christ was the purchase
price of the church. Acts 20:28. “Take
L.eed therefore unto yourselves, and to
all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath you overseers, to feed tle
caurch of God, which he hath purchas-
ed with his own blood.” Only those re-
deemed by this blood will be saved.
This one body, the church, is the only
one that Christ has promised to save.
Ena. 5:23, “For the husband is the head
cf the wife, even as Christ is the head
of the Church, and he is the saviour of
the body.”

We enter this one body, the chureh,
by baptism. 1 Cor. 12:13, “For by one
Snirit are we all baptized into o2
body.”

The Greatness
Of the Church

Acts 20:28
Orbie Robbins, Elizabeth, Ark
First: What is the Church?
1. God’s House - 1 Tim. 3:15
. Spiri.ual House - 1 Pet. 2:5
. (God’s Habitation - Eph. 2:20-22
Ged’s Family - Eph. 3:14-15
. House of Christ . Heb. 3:6
6. Body of Christ - Eph. 1:23 Eph. 4:4
1 Cor. 12:27 Col. 1:18
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Second: How great is ihe Churc ?

(1) Christ gave himself for it, Eph.
5:25. THushands love your wives as
Christ also loved the ¢ urch and gave
himself for it.

(2) Christ built it — Jesus said upon
this rock I will build my church- Mt
16:18. :

(3) C..rist purchased it with his blocd.
Paul said to the Elders of Ephesus
Feed the Church of the Lord which he
wata purelased with his own blood, Act.
20.23.

(4) Christ is the Savior of the Church.
As the hushand is the head of the
wife even so Christ is the head of the
body, Eph. 5:23.

In Eph. 1:23 Paul tells us that the
church is his body, and the body is
{-e church, Col. 1:18.

(5) Christ is the only head of th church.
Eph. 1:23-23 Eph. 5:23-24 Col. 1:18.

T. is would eliminate the Pope or any
other ma:i as being the head of the
Church.

(6) Sinners are reconciled unto God
in the Church— 2 Cor. 5:19 Eph 2:12-
15

Tre doetrine that the church has
nothing to do with the Salvation of ma».
and that one can become a child of
God and join the church later is false
teaching. Since we are reconciled unto
Grd in the church or one body.

(7) God is glorified in the church.

Unto him be all glory in the church
taro out all ages by Christ Jesus. Enh.
K B

We might do many good works
throueh human organizatiors but we
cannot glorify God through them. For
Jesus said every plant which my heaven-
ly Father hath not planted shall bhe

rooted up Mt. 15:13 and David stated
e¢scept the Lord build the house tuey
tuat build labor in vain. Paul said v
1.mothy that the church is the housc
of God 1 Tim, 3:15.

{8) God adds to the Church. The Lord
added to tue Church daily those that
were being saved Act. 2:47.

God adds only the saved to the Church.
The same process that make one a
Christian, also makes them a member of
tae Church - Act. 2:38-41-47.

No example given where anyone was
ever instructed to join the Church of
your choice.

(9) We Commune with Christ in the
Church — Lk. 22:29 1 Cor. 10:16 1 Cor.
11:26-29.

Impossible to Commune with Christ
in some denominational Chureh.

(10) Christ is high Priest over it —
Heb. 10:21 Heb. 4:14 Heb. 3:1.

Therefore we cannot approach God
without being a member of the church.

(11) The Church is the bride of C rist.
Rom. 7:4 Eph. 5:23-25 2 Cor, 11:3

Christ has only one bride or Church.
Therefore the church as his bride
should wear his name.

If demoninationalism was Scriptural
inen Christ would be married to a
multiplicity of wives which would place
him in spiritual adultery and would
make him a polygamist.

{(12) We are saved in the church —
2 Tim. 2:10 2 Cor. 5:17 Eph 5:23 Rom.
8:1-2 Isa. 46:13.

Since all these different things point
out the greatness and importance of
the church then why not become a mem-
ber of it in order to be safe.

Better be safe instead of sorry in
the Judgement.

Because the Lord will present the
Church to his father God at that time,
Eph. 5:27 1 Cor. 15:24.

NEWS

Brother James A. Bruce is now
preaching at Liberty Hill on the se-
cond Sunday in each month. Also, at
Morriston on the fourth Sunday.

Brother Orville Buchanan preached
at Winona on the second Sunday in
January.



